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 HEALTH EMERGENCIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Maternal, sexual and reproduc1ve health 
Chile: between January and July 2023, 23,608 births have been a:ended in migrant women which represents 19.97 
% of the total number of births a:ended in this country (14). 
 
Colombia: according to the report of the NaJonal InsJtute of Health, between January and June 2023, 1,931 cases of 
extreme maternal morbidity and 22 cases of maternal mortality have been reported in women of Venezuelan 
naJonality (15). 
 
Child health 
Colombia: according to the report of the NaJonal InsJtute of Health, between January and July 2023, 112 cases of 
acute malnutriJon have been reported in children under five years of age, 105 from Venezuela, 4 from Brazil and one 
each from Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru; of the 112 cases, 48.3% present severe acute malnutriJon (16). 
 
Peru:  From January to July 2023, the Ministry of Health has registered 5,483 medical consultaJons in children under 
five years of age of foreign naJonality. Venezuelan children accounted for 77.2% of the consultaJons, followed by 
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7.39% of Colombian children and 4.69% of Ecuadorian children. The main diagnoses were acute pharyngiJs with 
14.4%, followed by acute rhinopharyngiJs with 11.9% and iron deficiency anemia with 5.7% (17). 
 
Access to health services: 
Costa Rica: the Costa Rican Social Security Fund (CCSS in Spanish) together with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and 
other international and national counterparts have signed a new agreement to extend health care services to refugees 
and asylum seekers with special medical needs requiring treatment and prolonged follow-up. Building on a previous 
agreement signed in 2020 between UNHCR and CCSS, this new multilateral agreement will extend coverage to an 
additional 3,775 people, reaching a total of 9,775 beneficiaries. Funding comes from the European Union and the 
agreement will be in force from September 2023 to August 2024 (18).  
 
Affiliation to health services: 
Colombia: according to the results of the Fifth Round of the Pulse of Migration, 64.8% of those surveyed state that 
they are in good health. Likewise, regarding affiliation to the health system, the results show that 64% of Venezuelan 
migrant citizens are affiliated to the Colombian health system, while 34.7% are not affiliated. Of the percentage of 
affiliates, 77.9% are part of the subsidized regime and 22.1% are in the contributory regime. In terms of access to 
services, 69.9% have been able to access them (19). 
 

   NEEDS / GAPS IN MIGRANTS’ HEALTHCARE 
 
HEALTH NEEDS: 
The main health needs of the migrant population are associated with the lack of information regarding the existence 
of health services in transit and host countries, lack of adequate medication in health services, among others. 
 
Migrants in transit: 
 

• Unrestricted access to health services for emergency care (external injuries), delivery and newborn care, 
comprehensive care to cases of gender-based violence and acute events of non-communicable diseases. 

• Information on health services available at entry points in the borders and transit routes within countries. 
• Sexual and reproductive health services to improve their well-being and safety, including the provision of 

gynecological examinations, laboratory tests and prenatal care. 
 

Migrants in countries of destination:  
 

• Monitoring and care of pregnant women during labor and puerperium, including newborns. 
• Sexual health including care for sexually transmitted infections.  
• Child health with access to vaccination (according to the country's calendar), growth control and other 

programs. 
• Access to timely diagnosis and treatment of non-communicable diseases such as asthma and hypertension, 

among others. 
• Enrollment in health insurance systems that are available in the country. 

 
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 Pan American Health Organization. Migration and health in the Americas. Washington, D.C. 
www.paho.org | © PAHO/WHO, 2023 

 

REFERENCES: 
1. GIFMM. Salidas Empresas Transportadoras Marítimas Necoclí (23 Enero - 30 Julio). Available in: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-

1vRP7KhswbG3dgklLdNFB9OPcadfD5-aQ-86Lx80NdEbN1oLBX8A6bUQfUXDNBDSJeiAZi3yP4DAb2Na/pubhtml?gid=454335548&single=true 
2. Available in: https://www.laverdad.com/mundo/215309-mas-de-40-000-ninos-han-cruzado-este-ano-la-selva-del-darien.html 
3. GIFMM situación de personas refugiadas y migrantes en tránsito En Necoclí (Antioquia) disponible en: https://www.r4v.info/es/document/gifmm-colombia-

situacion-de-personas-refugiadas-y-migrantes-en-transito-en-necocli-1a-2 
4. Available in: https://ndmais.com.br/politica/populacao-de-sc-teve-aumento-de-2178/5. Disponible en:  https://oaltoacre.com/no-acre-numero-de-

migrantes-aumenta-400-em-apenas-um-mes/ 
5. Available in: https://periodicolavoz.com.mx/piedras-negras/general/albergues-migrantes-a-punto-de-colapsar/268667 
6. Available in: https://www.rcv.hn/2023/07/12/aumento-explosivo-mas-de-135-mil-migrantes-ingresaron-al-pais-en-2023/ 
7. Available in: https://proceso.hn/migracion-irregular-de-menores-hondurenos-sigue-en-ascenso/ 
8. Disponible en: https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2023/08/01/mas-ecuatorianos-cruzaron-por-la-selva-del-darien-hasta-julio-de-este-ano-

que-en-todo-2022/ 
9. Available in: https://emisorasunidas.com/2023/07/12/ninos-migrantes-guatemala-2023/ 
10. Available in: https://www.prensa-latina.cu/2023/07/18/mas-de-185-mil-haitianos-deportados-de-dominicana-en-2023 
11. Available in: https://www.quienopina.com/internacionales/2023/mas-de-un-centenar-de-migrantes-muertos-por-calor-en-frontera-mexico-ee-uu/ 
12. Available in: https://imparcialoaxaca.mx/oaxaca/784263/confirman-variante-mortal-de-paludismo-en-oaxaca/ 
13. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/rr/roraima/noticia/2023/06/28/boa-vista-decreta-situacao-de-emergencia-por-aumento-de-casos-de-sindrome-

respiratoria-aguda-grave-e-lotacao-de-leitos-de-uti.ghtml 
14. Ministerio de Salud de Chile  Available in: https://informesdeis.minsal.cl/SASVisualAnalytics/?reportUri=%2Freports%2Freports%2F23ffc74a-51bd-457e-

b18a-99848c974c22&sectionIndex=0&sso_guest=true&reportViewOnly=true&reportContextBar=false&sas-welcome=false 
15. Instituto Nacional de Salud  Available in: https://portalsivigila.ins.gov.co/Paginas/datos.aspx?cod=127 
16. Instituto Nacional de Salud Disponible en: 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZWY0YzYyM2EtOWFmMS00ZDAwLWFiZWMtODY5MjI2ZTFlNDU3IiwidCI6ImE2MmQ2YzdiLTlmNTktNDQ2OS05Mz
U5LTM1MzcxNDc1OTRiYiIsImMiOjR9 

17. Ministerio de Salud  Available in: http://www.minsa.gob.pe/reunis/data/morbilidad_HIS.asp 
18. Ministerio de Planificación Nacional y Política Económica disponible en: https://www.mideplan.go.cr/personas-solicitantes-de-refugio-y-refugiadas-que-

viven-en-costa-rica-tendran-acceso-servicios-de 
19. Departamento Administrativo Nacional (DANE). Available in : https://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/demografia-y-

poblacion/encuesta-pulso-de-la-migracion-epm 

https://www.laverdad.com/mundo/215309-mas-de-40-000-ninos-han-cruzado-este-ano-la-selva-del-darien.html
https://oaltoacre.com/no-acre-numero-de-migrantes-aumenta-400-em-apenas-um-mes/
https://oaltoacre.com/no-acre-numero-de-migrantes-aumenta-400-em-apenas-um-mes/
http://www.minsa.gob.pe/reunis/data/morbilidad_HIS.asp

